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346. Willett, G. 1933. A revised list of the birds of southwestern California. Pac. Coast
Avifauna 21. 204pp.

347, Williams, J. I. 1902. A study of bird songs. Condor 4:65-68. Excerpt: With our
mountain quail, (Oreortyx p. plumiferus) it is different. Instinctively he looks for
some shelter to run to or if necessary to fly to, at the same time uttering his
creaking, warning note, a rapid and nervous "cree-auk, cree-auk, cree-aukh” and
some other inimitable chatterings, and quickly the flock gets ready for flight, or
strikes out on the dead run for the high timber, as is the usual case. If you follow
close after them through the brush, they can be heard calling to each other with
their call-note "kow, kow, kow, kow" to keep the flock fairly united in its rapid
march, but oftentimes as soon as you stop to listen to locate them they are silent,
save for the retreating scurry of their feet in the dead leaves and only when they
are sure of their safety, will they make any real effort to gather themselves together
by the use of the call note.

348. Williams, J. J. 1903. On the use of sentinels by valley quail. Condor 5:146-148.
Excerpt: Although I have studied our mountain quail (Oreortyx p. plumiferus) a
great deal, I have never come across anything that would indicate the occurrence
of this habit in the species.

349. Wilson, L. O. 1979. Distribution, season of use, and habitat of the mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians, and fishes of Idaho. Bur. Land Manage., Boise, Id. 133pp.
Notes: This report notes that mountain quail (Oreortyx pictus) are not common
but occur in northern and southwestern Idaho. It is classified as a sensitive species
by the BLM but considered a game bird by IDFG.

350. Wilson, R. C. 1965. Movements and other life history aspects of mountain quail,
Oreortyx pictus Douglas. M.S. Thesis, Sacramento State Coll., Calif. 64pp.
Abstract: Little is known about the movements and life history of Mountain
Quail. Cbservations on movements, Barlow and Price (1901), Belding (1903),
Dawson (1923) McLean (1930) Miller (1950}, and Leopold (1959), do not follow
the movements of a particular quail population. Analysis of other life history
aspects of Mountain Quail is fragmentary and has received little attention. Major
life history accounts include Grinnell et al. (1918), Bent (1932), McLean (1930)
and Miller (1950). The initial purpose of this study was to trace the migration
patterns of Mountain Quail on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada Range.
Three weeks in June, 1966, were spent in the upper basin of Sagehen Creek,
Nevada County in an attempt to trap and band Mountain Quail. However, several
factors prevented this study. First, quail were scarce in the area during the early
summer. Second, the abundance of water in the area increased the mobility and
range of the birds; hence, traps had to be distributed over a wide area. Finally, the
most prohibitive factor was that due to the abundance of water, only bait traps
could be used in the trapping program. The present study emphasizes the
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movements of several populations of Mountain Quail from July, 1966 to May,
1967. Other life history aspects are discussed and compared with past
observattons when possible. Notes: Author includes information on racial
distribution, observations, traps, banding, call recordings, food samples, age and
sex determination, movements {migration, local movements, range, inter-area
movements), roosting, sentinels, secretiveness, predators, family groups, adult
coveys, loafing, water requirements, single file behavior, calls, interspecific
relationships with California Quail, food habits, populations, nesting, and hunting.

Wood, S. F., and C. M. Herman. 1943. The occurrence of blood parasites in birds

from the southwestern United States. J. Parasit. 29:187-196.

Woodcock, A. R. 1902. Annotated list of the birds of Oregon. Oreg. Agric. Exp.

Stn. Bull. 68. 117pp.

Wright, G. M. 1928. Mountain quail. Yosemite Nat. Notes 7:8.

Wright, G. M. 1929. Notes of a mid-winter wanderer in Yosemite Valley.

Yosemite Nat, Notes 8:16-17.

Wyman, L. E. 1912, Oreortyx in Idaho. Auk 29:538-539. Excerpt: Notes

appearing in "The Auk' of April, 1911 and 1912, refer to the range of Oreortyx
being extended eastward to near the Idaho-Oregon line, -- specifically, Vale,
Oregon. My observation is that not only has it been long established in southwest
Idaho, but that its range extends at least 125 miles beyond the Oregon line. Four
years ago a covey of eight along Indian Creek several miles northwest of Nampa
was wiped out by hunters. Two years ago a number were taken in the Boise
bottoms eight miles north of this place. For ten years more they have been
common in the Owyhee foothills some forty miles south of Nampa; in fact, so
numerous are they that hunters from here regularly visit that section at the opening
of the shooting season, two guns on one occasion killing 44 Quail in two hours. A
rancher from Twin Falls, 100 miles south and 145 miles east of Vale, Ore., tells me
the Blue Quail' appeared there several years ago, while a report from Shoshone,
75 m. south and IS0 east of Vale, says they are becoming plentiful near that place.
I am unable to verify by personal observation either of these last reports, but have
no reason to doubt them. It is a fair supposition that the birds taken near Nampa
were 'explorers,’ merely crossing the valley to the hills beyond, where they will
doubtless be found soon if indeed they are not already established there. 1 have
examined numerous birds in the flesh from the Owyhee section and would
pronounce them typical plumifera, though I have not the material in my collection
for a comparison. Hunters insist that they find another variety, similar in coloring
but smaller and with shorter plumes,

356. Wythe, M. W. 1927. Some birds of the Gold Lake district of the Sierra Nevada,

California. Condor 29:61-66. Excerpt: Mountain Quail (Oreortyx picta
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plumifera) were sure to be heard at sunset on the fir-covered ridge which
separated Gray Eagle canyon from Frazier Creek canyon.

357. Xantus, J. 1859. Catalogue of birds collected in the vicinity of Fort Tejon,
California, with a description of a new species of Syrnium. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci.
Phil. 11:189-193.

358. Yocom, C. F, and S. W. Harris. 1953. Food habits of mountain quail (Oreortyx
picta) in eastern Washington. J. Wildl. Manage. 17:204-207. Excerpt: Little is
known about the status, either at present or in the past, of mountain quail
(Oreortyx picta) in eastern Washington. Some ornithologists believe that
mountain quail were indigenous in the Blue Mountains of southeastern
Washington; others state that this species was introduced. Actually both situations
may have been true. Taylor (1923) stated that mountain quail were repeatedly
introduced in various parts of Washington and these birds were reported from
Yakima, Klickitat, and Asotin counties east of the Cascades at the time of this
writing. Records of the authors indicate that mountain quail are to be found in the
Blue Mountain region as follows: Asotin Creek drainage, Asotin County;
Rattlesnake Canyon which is located on the north side of the Grande Ronde River,
Asotin County; and the Tucannon River drainage, Columbia County. Also there is
a small population in Steptoe Canyon, Whitman County (Fig. 1). According to
Carl Reisenauer, these birds were planted on the Stewart Ranch at the head of
Steptoe Canyon by the Lewiston Sportsmen's Club in 1926. This canyon runs into
the Snake River in the vicinity south of Indian; the headwaters of this drainage
border typical Palouse country (Yocom, 1943). Within recent years mountain
quail populations have fluctuated considerably in eastern Washington. In 1941 and
1948, populations were notable high and supported considerable hunting in Asotin
Creek, Asotin County, and along the Snake River, Whitman County. Severe
winters apparently decreased populaticns considerably. For example, there was a
large population of mountain quail along the Snake River between Wawawai,
Whitman County, and Clarkston, Asotin County in the fall of 1948. An unusually
severe winter followed and no quail were seen in that area the next fall. A few
mountain quail were reported there during the winter of 1951-1952. Notes: The
authors include a rough map of Washington noting the collection sites and a table
of commonly found plant species identified from crop and gizzard analysis of 33
mountain quail. The text also includes a listing of plant and animal species
composing less than 2% of total volume of the samples.

359. Zeiner, D. C., W. F. Laudenslayer Jr., K. E. Mayer, and M. White, eds. 1990,
California’s wildlife. Volume II: Birds. Calif. Dept. Fish and Game, Sacramento.
732pp. Notes: A brief entry for mountain quail includes general information on
classification; distribution, abundance, and seasonality; specific habitat
requirements; and species life history. Specific habitat requirements includes
comments on feeding, cover, reproduction, water, and pattern of vegetation
required.
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